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SUBJECT: lEA: DATA AGGREGATION ISSUE 

1 . HAVING CONSULTED INTENSIVELY IN ADVANCE WITH KEY 
DELEGATIONS, SOM CHAIRMAN HOPPER (CANADA) CONVENED A 
SMALL GROUP ON JULY 25 TO SEEK A COMPROMISE ON THE 
EXTENT TO WHICH INDIVIDUAL OIL COMPANY DATA SHOULD BE 
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SYSTEM. HOPPER INDICATED TO REPS FROM THE U.S., UK, 

GERMANY, ITALY, DENMARK AND SWEDEN THAT IN HIS VIEW 
THERE WAS NO POINT IN SEEKING TO FORCE A VOTE IN FAVOR 
OF SUBMISSION OF DISAGGREGATED DATA ON A REGULAR OR 
EXTENSIVE BASIS - HE WAS CONVINCED THAT IN PRACTICAL 
TERMS NO MORE DATA WOULD BE FORTHCOMING FROM THE U.S. 
PURSUANT TO SUCH A VOTE THAN UNDER THE NON-BINDING 
CONSULTATION PROCEDURE HE HAD PREVIOUSLY SUGGESTED TO 
THE GOVERNING BOARD. (A FEW DAYS EARLIER THE U.S. REP 
AT THE MEETING HAD TOLD HOPPER THAT, AT MOST, U.S. LAW 
WOULD PERMIT SUBMISSION OF INDIVIDUAL COMPANY DATA 
REQUIRED BY THE lEP AGREEMENT; I.E. NON-PROPRIETARY 
DATA WHICH THE U.S. BELIEVED WOULD NOT PREJUDICE 
COMPETITION.) 

2. HOPPER SAID THAT UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE 
GERMAN REP (SCHMITT) HAD SUGGESTED A COMPROMISE THAT WAS 
POLITICALLY FACE-SAVING WITHOUT REQUIRING ADDITIONAL 
DISAGGREGATED DATA, I.E. THAT MORE DETAIL SHOULD BE 
SOUGHT ON THE COST OF OIL WITHOUT REQUIRING SUBMISSION 
OXRINDIVIDUAL COMPANY DATA. WITH THE POSSIBLE EXCEPTION 
OF THE ITALIANS, WHO WERE NEGATIVE BUT VAGUE, THE 
INFORMAL GROUP AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR 
HOPPER TO SEEK THE SUGGESTIONS OF THE OIL COMPANY 
WORKING PARTY ON HOW THE GERMAN IDEA MIGHT BE IMPLEMENTED. 

3. IN ADDITION, EACH MEMBER OF THE INFORMAL GROUP WAS 
ASKED TO REFLECT ON HOW DATA WHICH CANNOT BE PROTECTED 
ADEQUATELY BY AGGREGATION ON A NATIONAL BASIS CAN BE 
AGGREGATED ON A MULTI-COUNTRY BASIS TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
NATIONAL LEGAL REQUIREMENTS AND SECURITY CONCERNS. 

HOPPER PLANS TO CONSULT WITH THE GROUP ON THIS AND OTHER 
ASPECTS OF THE AGGREGATION ISSUE IN SEPTEMBER. 

4. FINALLY, AT THE REQUEST OF HOPPER, THE U.S. REP 
AGREED TO ATTEMPT, IN CONJUNCTION WITH INTERESTED 
WASHINGTON AGENCIES, TO REDRAFT THE COMPROMISE PROPOSAL 
WHICH HAD BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE JUNE 30- JULY I GOVERNING 
BOARD MEETING TO IMPROVE THE PRESENTATION WITHOUT 
CHANGING THE SUBSTANCE. 
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